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parallel or recall these horrors of old time. Neither
is this mitigation of war confined to Europe. Burke
tells us that when Hyder All ravaged the Carnatic,
" a storm of universal fire blasted every field, con-
sumed every house, destroyed every temple." When
the British armies traversed this district eighteen
months later, " through the whole line of their march
they did not see one man, not one woman, not one
child, not one four-footed beast of any description
whatever." 1 Less than a century later, when there
was a mutiny in India, which roused the worst
passions of religious fanatics and the ferocity of
insurgent soldiers, fighting with the halter round
their necks, neither the Sepoy outrages nor the
terrible reprisals of English soldiers were even com-
parable to Hyder AlFs style of warfare. The last
specimen of the old style of war was seen when the
Chinese troops stamped out rebellion in Yunnan and
in Hi. Now, although it would not be wise to
calculate that there will be no revival of the old
savagery, it is reasonable to expect that the
accepted practice of civilised nations will on the
whole maintain itself, and will influence the procedure
of conquerors in Southern Asia, in Africa, and in
South America. Meanwhile the effect already
produced has told visibly in favour of the growth of
population ; and its chief effects have naturally been
seen in the increase of those who suffered most from
war formerly. China and India are the two most
striking instances. The Tae-Ping war, which cost
China many millions of people, was put down prac-
tically by British aid. Our policy could not allow

1 Burke's Speech on the Nabob of Arcofs Debts y vol. iii. pp. 160,
161, Bohn's ed.